
AP Research Summer Assignment 2019 
 
Approximate time needed: 6 hours 
 
Read The Craft of Research and answer the questions assigned per chapter.  This book is a user-
friendly explanation of the research process, which is the focus of next year’s course.   
 
A pdf link to the book, 3rd edition, is provided for you on Focus as well as the quiz questions.  
 
http://course.sdu.edu.cn/G2S/eWebEditor/uploadfile/20140306165625006.pdf 
 
AP Capstone Research Summer Assignment 2019 

Craft of Research 

1. Read the text, either on line or buy the book. The pdf link  of the book is  shared above, 

2. Complete the quizzes for each chapter.  Copy and paste the quizzes into a document 

and complete as you go along. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PART I: RESEARCH, RESEARCHERS, AND READERS 

 

► Ch. 1 “Thinking in Print” and Ch. 2 “Connecting with Your Reader” 

1. What kind of topic should you choose to research? 
2.  Who will read your report?  
3.  What do they expect you to do? 
4.  How much can you expect them to already know?  
5.  How can you connect to your reader? 
 
 

PART II: ASKING QUESTIONS, FINDING ANSWERS 

► Ch. 3 "From Topics to Questions"  

1. I am working on the topic of . . . 
2. Because I want to find out . . . 
3. In order to help my reader understand . . . 
4. So that . . .  (an extension question for conceptual) 
Who, what, when where, why, and how    - What are the two most important questions?   
Explain the "so what?" test in determining a research topic. 

►  Ch. 4: "From Questions to a Problem" 

1. What is the difference between applied and pure research?  ( show college board slides)  
2. What is the difference between a practical and conceptual problem? 
3. What is practical significance?  

⮚ Ch. 5: "From Problems to Sources"   

1. What are primary, secondary, and tertiary sources? 

⮚ Ch. 6 - "Engaging Sources" 

1.  Explain 3 ways to extend a claim. (89) 
2.  Explain 5 ways to contradict a claim and GIVE AN EXAMPLE of each (90-91) 
3.  Explain 5 ways of using secondary sources to plan your argument 
4.  When should you summarize? paraphrase?  use quotations? 
5.  What does it mean to get the context right? 
6.  What is rhetorical importance? 
7.  What is scope and confidence in a claim? 
8.  What mistake should you avoid when reading an author's summarization of someone  
      else's views? 
9.   Why is it important to note why sources agree and disagree?   
10.  What is important to realize about "wasting your time" reading irrelevant sources?   
 
 
 
 
 
 

PART III: MAKING A CLAIM AND SUPPORTING IT 



► Ch. 7: “Making Good Arguments”  

1. What is a claim? 
2. What are the two types of support? 
3. What are warrants? 
4. Why should a researchers acknowledge other views? 
5. What is the second kind of complexity new researchers need to understand? (119) 
 
 

► Ch. 8:  "Making Claims"  

1. Why do you need a tentative answer to your research question? 
2. Academic researchers often pose ____________________  problems, not practical problems, which 
     require readers not to act but to _________________________. 
3.  Vague claims lead to  ____________  arguments. 
4.  A qualifying clause beginning with "although" acknowledges what 3 kinds of alternative views? 
5.  What does the final "because" clause do? 
6.  What is the "significance" of a claim? 
7.  What 3 questions should your claim challenge you to answer as a new researcher? 
8.  Why do you "modestly acknowledge" your claims limits? 
9.  What are hedges and why do you use them with care? 

► Ch. 9: "Assembling Reasons and Evidence" 

1. Explain how to create a "storyboard" outline. 
2. What do readers need to accept a reason? 
3.  What questions must a reader stop asking to have accepted a reason? 
4.  When reporting evidence (rather than supplying it), what two issues are important? 
5.  "Facts are shaped by those who _____________  them and again by the intentions of those     
     who ____________them.   
6.  Readers want evidence to be ___________, _______________. _____________ ____________. 
_________________.  and ____________________. 
7.  Which words can "appropriately limit the breadth of a claim, but they can also fudge it if the  
      researcher didn't work hard enough to get the precise numbers." 
8.  What do readers expect of your evidence, even if it is a lot? 

► Ch. 10 "Acknowledgments and Responses" 

1. Explain the difference between a reader questioning the intrinsic and extrinsic soundness of your  
     argument. 
2. To question your problem, what questions should you ask yourself? 
3. To question your solution, what questions should you ask yourself? 
4. To questions your support, what questions should you ask yourself? 
5. To narrow your list of objections, what priorities should you consider? 
6. Explain the 3 kinds of predictable disagreements your reader may address. 
 
 
 
 
 

► Ch. 11:  “Warrants”  



1.  What is an academic warrant? 
2. What are the 3 occasions that would necessitate a warrant in a research paper? 
3. What are the two kinds of arguments? 
4. What argument do researchers trust more? 
5. What makes a warrant more credible in research? 

PART IV: PLANNING, DRAFTING, AND REVISING 

PROLOGUE 

1.  When do you know that you are ready to write?  
 
 
 
 

Ch. 12: “Planning” 

1. Why do researchers dislike narrative framed research papers? 
2. In regards to sources, what is patching and quilting? What is their negative effect? 
3. What is the purpose of the Introduction? How many times should it be written? 
4. Where specifically should the point of your paper be located?  
5. What is the purpose of key terms? Why are they necessary?  
6. What are the steps and their importance to planning the body of a report? Why is each 

important?  
7. How do you create subsections and incorporate evidence? 
8. How do you construct a conclusion? 

Ch. 13:  “Drafting Your Report”  

1. How do you draft in a way that feels comfortable? 
2. When would you summarize vs. paraphrasing or quoting information? 

3. What do you need to include after you summarize, paraphrase, or quote? 

4.  How would you integrate direct quotations for five or more lines? 

5.  How would you modify a quotation? 

6. How do citations help your readers? 

7.  How would you work through procrastination and writer’s block? 

Ch. 14: “Revising Your Organization and Argument” 

1. Is it better to revise a draft from the bottom up or the top down? 

2. What are the three things readers must recognize three things clearly and instantly within   your 

report? 

3. How much evidence should one include in a section to support their argument? 

4. Ideally, where should the point of each section be made? 

5. Why does each section of your draft need to include its own key terms? 

6. Do individual paragraphs within a section need to have an introductory sentence? 

7. How can paraphrasing your draft lead to effectively revising your paper? 

 

 

Ch. 15: “Communicating Evidence Visually” 



1. What is the difference between a table and a figure? 

2. When should a table be used? 

3. Charts and line graphs present a visual image that _________ values _____ precisely than do 

the exact numbers of a table but with __________ impact. 

4. What three things should you do to properly frame your graphics so that readers understand 

them? 

5. How should you introduce a table or graphic? 

6. Keep all graphics as ________ as possible. 

7. How should tables be organized if variables/categories are words.  

8. Your graphic must not only be clear and accurate, but _____. Do not ____ the image of the 

data to make your point. 

9. How should a graphic be ethical? 

10. Make a list of 3 most common graphics and the data they can compare . 

 

 

Ch. 16: “Introductions and Conclusion” 

1. What is the formula for strong introduction paragraphs? 

2. Why is the opening context called common ground? 

3. What types of sources should you include in your research, and which ones do you exclude? 

4. What are the two parts of stating a research problem? 

5. When should you state the condition of a problem explicitly? 

6. How and why do you explain the consequences and benefits of the research problem? 

7. When should you state your main point / solution explicitly? 

8. In what case should you state the common ground in your paper?  

9. State the formula for the Conclusion paragraph. 

10. How can you bring your report to a graceful close? 

Ch. 17: “Revising Style: Telling Your Story Clearly” 

1. Why is it important to display individual style even when writing research papers? 

2. What are the two principles of a clear style?  

3. How should you avoid using too much abstraction? 

4.  What is the third principle of writing and revising and why is it important? 

5.  When do scientists typically use active verbs and when do they use passive verbs? 

6. Why is it important to add complexity to sentences last? 

Some Last Considerations:  “The Ethics of Research” 

1.  What are the “Thou shalt nots” of research? 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


